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(ul one oru.try on the Asran marnrarrd sflil hsrd a srzeabre us
mllltary pr60nce: the ReF.bllc of Korea. slncs the start of thc Korean
war ln 1s0- us forces had boon standrng guard there. An Amerrcan
offlcor excrclsed operatlmal control over both US anl south Korean
forces. In 1973 ths us mllltary pr€sonce ln South Korea totalled 4L(ID
perccnel MaJor mlts wsre: thc 2nd lnfantry Dlvlsloru an F*i wlng wlth
54 alrcrafE an alr defeme brlgade: a Hawk mlsslle battal-
lonE

W Tb 7th tnfantry D lvlslm had wlthdrawn fronr South Korea ln1gll. as part of prcaldent Nlxon.s effort to prornote regronal serf_
rellarrce- srmurtaneosry, wacrrrBton agreed to a Frve-year irodarnr_
zatlm Program. under whlch South Korea wor.rld recelve $1.5 bllllm worth
of grants, sares. ard arms tramfers drrrng Fye 1g71-1g75. woutd that
program allow.the 2nd Dlvlslm to teave also? tn Aprll 1972. through NSSM
154- Presldent Ntr<on asked for a poilcy revtew that wor.rrd rde.flfy US/ lntereets and objecflves, potenflat lsqres, ard opflons open drrlrq the next
three to flve yeare That meant examlntrE ail aspocts of the balance
between North and south Korea. tho lrrpact of lrrproved slno_Amarlcan
relatlons- and pmrbre effects r+on J+anese-Amertcan fl,,-.24t

fl tate ln 1g7L at presldent Nlxon.s requ€st an lnteragency steerlng
gro.T revlewed progress ln the lvlodernlzattm program and corrclded that
south Korea's gro,nd forces courd r+er a North Korean attad(, while
relylng mly rpon US alr and loglsflcs 6r+port. Looklrg ahead, though. ttegrqf foresaw deficrencr.u in arr dsferm and recommended that the
lvlodernlzatlon program undergo a furdamental revtew. Concurrently, the
uS Ambassador ln seout- Phltlp c. Habtb. urged the adntntdraflon to start

24l r{ssr{ r54 to secDef 9t rr., E Apr 12, Jcs rT761913, s_cp 3,JUF 892t520 (O Apr 72) sec. t.
Office. of thc Sccrctary of [)cfense
Chicf, RDI), ESD, WHS
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